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As estimates have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the

component items and totals.

RO U N D I N G

Unless otherwise specified, differences between data items highlighted in the

commentary are statistically significant.

ST A T I S T I C A L

S I G N I F I C A N C E

The survey of Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities is conducted

throughout Australia as part of the Australian Bureau of Statistics' (ABS) Monthly

Population Survey (MPS). The 2012 survey was the fifth on the topic of children's

participation in culture and leisure activities, the previous surveys being conducted in

April of 2000, 2003, 2006 and 2009. Information is collected from any responsible adult in

the household who was asked to respond on behalf of the children in the household.

The surveys have collected information on children's participation in selected organised

cultural activities and organised sports outside of school hours during the twelve months

prior to interview. They also collected information on participation in selected leisure

activities (such as skateboarding or rollerblading, and watching TV, videos and DVDs)

outside of school hours during the two most recent school weeks prior to interview.

Details were collected on the characteristics of children who participated and on the

frequency and duration of their involvement in some activities.

AB O U T TH I S SU R V E Y

This publication compares results from the surveys of Children's Participation in

Cultural and Leisure Activities (CPCLA) (cat. no. 4901.0) conducted in April of 2003,

2006, 2009 and 2012.  While the publication primarily provides information about the

participation of children aged 5 to 14 years in cultural, sporting and other leisure

activities, some information on children's use of the Internet is also presented.

This publication also includes Datacubes in spreadsheet format available on the ABS

website <www.abs.gov.au>.

AB O U T TH I S PU B L I C A T I O N

Monthly Population SurveyMPS

Labour Force SurveyLFS

digital versatile discDVD

Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities SurveyCPCLA

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABSAB B R E V I A T I O N S
 

B r i a n P i n k

Au s t r a l i a n S t a t i s t i c i a n

2 A B S • CH I L D R E N ' S P A R T I C I P A T I O N I N SP O R T A N D L E I S U R E T I M E A C T I V I T I E S • 4 9 0 1 . 0 . 5 5 . 0 0 1 • 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 1 2

N O T E S



L I S T OF TA B L E S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

15

Children who did not participate in organised sport and/or dancing,

selected characteristics–2012

5.1
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CH I L D R E N WH O D I D NO T PA R T I C I P A T E IN OR G A N I S E D SP O R T

14

Children participating in selected other activities, by sex–2003 and

2012

4.2
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

13Children participating in bike riding, by sex–2003 to 20124.1 . . . . . . . . . . . .
PA R T I C I P A T I O N IN OT H E R AC T I V I T I E S

12

Children who participated 53 times or more in last 12 months, top 5

sports (excluding dancing)–2003 and 2012

3.4
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

11

Children participating in top 10 organised sports (including dancing),

by age–2003 to 2012

3.3
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9

Children participating in top 3 organised sports (including dancing),

by age and sex –2003 to 2012

3.2
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8

Children participating in top 3 organised sports (including

dancing)–2003 to 2012

3.1
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TH E CH A N G I N G PO P U L A R I T Y OF SP O R T S AN D DA N C I N G

7

Children participating in sport and/or dancing, mean hours spent

participating in last 2 weeks, by age–2012

2.4
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6

Children participating in sport and/or dancing, by duration in last 2

weeks–2012

2.3
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6

Children participating in top 10 organised sports (including

dancing)–2003 to 2012

2.2
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5

Children participating in sport and/or dancing, by sex and age

group–2012

2.1
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PA R T I C I P A T I O N IN OR G A N I S E D SP O R T AN D / O R DA N C I N G

page

A B S • CH I L D R E N ' S P A R T I C I P A T I O N I N SP O R T A N D L E I S U R E T I M E A C T I V I T I E S • 4 9 0 1 . 0 . 5 5 . 0 0 1 • 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 1 2 3



CHAP T E R 1 IN T R O D U C T I O N . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Information about Australian children's participation in cultural, sporting and other

leisure activities has been collected in April every three years as part of the Australian

Bureau of Statistics' (ABS) survey of Children's Participation in Culture and Leisure

Activities (CPCLA) (cat. no. 4901.0). A responsible adult in each household participating

in the survey was asked to respond on behalf of any children in the household aged 5–14

years. They provided information about the child's participation in selected organised

cultural activities and organised sport outside of school hours during the twelve months

prior to interview, and about their participation in selected leisure activities (such as

skateboarding, reading and watching TV, videos and DVDs) outside of school hours

during the two most recent school weeks prior to interview.

The most recent CPCLA survey was conducted in 2012. Scope and definitional changes to

the 2012 survey has affected comparability with previous surveys. The scope of sports

included in the 2012 survey has changed from previous years, with the focus now on

organised sports. Physical activities that are not organised sports, such as jogging for

exercise and gym workouts, are now excluded. Numerous sports have had changes to

their definitions compared with previous survey iterations. The combined total

categories 'other organised sport', 'at least one organised sport' and 'organised sports

and/or dancing' are therefore different in 2012 compared with previous years, and time

series comparisons should not be made.

Time series comparisons between the 2012 survey and previous iterations can be made

for individual sports and leisure activities where scope and definitions have not changed.

Over time the popularity of certain sports and leisure activities has changed as indicated

by increases and decreases in participation rates. While many activities have remained

popular, the amount of time that children are spending on them or the number of times

that they participated may have changed.

The CPCLA survey collects information about children's participation in dancing

separately to information about participation in organised sport, as it is generally

collected as a 'cultural' activity. However, due to its popularity as a physical recreation

activity for girls it is being included with organised sport for the purpose of this analysis

in order to allow for a comparison of children's physical activity levels over time.

CH I L D R E N ' S

PA R T I C I P A T I O N IN

CU L T U R A L AN D LE I S U R E

AC T I V I T I E S
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Looking at the top ten organised sports (including dancing) since 2003, the number of

children participating has increased by approximately one quarter for dancing (27%) and

martial arts (24%). Though participation in outdoor soccer increased by 17%, there was

not enough evidence to suggest that this increase was statistically significant.

Participation in tennis and netball has declined over the time period, down by 10% and

8% respectively.

PA R T I C I P A T I O N IN

SE L E C T E D OR G A N I S E D

SP O R T S OV E R T I M E

Source: Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, (cat. no. 4901.0)
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2.1

The rate of children's participation in sport and/or dancing was 66% in 2012. The highest

participation rate was for those aged 9–11 years (73%). Participation in sport and/or

dancing was similar for boys (67%) and girls (65%) in 2012.  However, for those aged

12–14 years participation was significantly higher for boys (67%) compared with girls

(61%).

AG E AN D SE X
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In 2012, the average time that children aged 5–14 years spent participating in sport

and/or dancing in the two weeks prior to interview was 5 hours and 24 minutes.

The average time spent participating in organised sport and/or dancing was slightly

higher for girls (5 hours and 42 minutes) than for boys (5 hours and 6 minutes) in 2012.

AV E R A G E T I M E SP E N T

Source: Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, (cat. no. 4901.0)
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2.3

In 2012, over one quarter (26%) of children participated in organised sport and/or

dancing for 2 hours or less in the two weeks prior to interview. This was significantly

higher than for children who participated for 3–4 hours or 5–9 hours (15% for both) and

those who participated for 10 hours or more (10%).

A higher proportion of children aged 12–14 years (16%) participated for 10 hours or

more in the two weeks prior to interview, compared with those aged 9–11 years (11%)

and 5–8 years (5%).

DU R A T I O N OF

PA R T I C I P A T I O N

. . not applicable
(a) In 2009, callisthenics was included in the Gymnastics category. In 2012, callisthenics was

excluded from organised sport altogether, and cheerleading was included in the Gymnastics
category. Therefore the data are not comparable.

Source: Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia (cat. no. 4901.0).

4.75.25.45.0130.7142.5143.5133.6Cricket (outdoor)
4.8. .. .. .134.5. .. .. .Gymnastics(a)
5.85.74.54.9161.0154.6120.4129.7Martial arts
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8.08.48.59.1222.7228.5225.8241.2Netball
8.18.67.57.3226.5235.1200.4193.6

Australian Rules
football

14.313.213.213.4397.6360.4351.1355.9Soccer (outdoor)
15.014.312.512.4418.1390.4332.6329.3Dancing
17.718.517.416.6492.1502.9462.5439.1Swimming/Diving
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PA R T I C I P A T I O N IN
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c o n t i n u e d
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Children aged 12–14 years spent more hours on average participating in sport and/or

dancing than children in the younger age groups.

Source: Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, (cat. no 4901.0)
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2.4

Looking at participation by boys and girls in each age group, the only significant

difference was in the 5–8 year age group with girls spending more time on average (4

hours and 18 minutes) compared with boys (3 hours and 42 minutes).

AV E R A G E T I M E SP E N T  

c o n t i n u e d
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CHAP T E R 3 TH E CH A N G I N G PO P U L A R I T Y OF SP O R T S AN D
DA N C I N G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Contributing to the popularity of outdoor soccer was the increase in participation by girls

aged 5–8 years (3% to 5%) and 12–14 years (5% to 8%) from 2003 to 2012. Though

participation by girls aged 9–11 years also increased (from 5% in 2003 to 7% in 2012)

there was not enough evidence to suggest that this difference was statistically significant.

The increasing popularity of dancing was also reflected in increases in participation by

girls and boys in all age groups between 2003 and 2012. The only significant difference,

however, was for girls and boys aged 5–8 years with participation increasing from 27% to

32% for girls and from 1% to 4% for boys.

PO P U L A R I T Y BY AG E

Source: Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, (cat. no. 4901.0)
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Participation in different sports has changed over time with some sports becoming more

popular for either boys or girls or for children in different age groups.

In 2003, the most popular sport was swimming and diving with a participation rate of

17%. It has remained as the most popular sport with an 18% participation rate in 2012.

The next most popular organised physical activities for children in 2012 were dancing

(15%), and outdoor soccer (14%). There was not enough evidence to suggest that the

difference between dancing and outdoor soccer in 2012 was statistically significant.

MA I N SP O R T S AN D

DA N C I N G
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Since 2003, swimming and diving has remained the most popular sport for children aged

5–8 years. For older children (aged 12–14 years), outdoor soccer, netball and dancing

were the most popular sports in 2012, with participation rates of 13% for outdoor soccer

and 11% for both netball and dancing.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
(a) Children aged 5–14 years who participated in organised sport and/or dancing outside of school

hours during the 12 months prior to interview in April of the survey year.
(b) The top 3 organised sports for children aged 5–14 years.
Source: ABS data available on request, Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities,

Australia, April 2012.
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The participation rate of children aged  5–8 years in dancing increased between 2003 and

2012 (from 14% to 18%).

Though the participation rate for children aged 9–11 years increased for martial arts

(from 5% in 2003 to 7% in 2012) there was not enough evidence to suggest that this

difference was statistically significant. Participation in tennis by children aged 9–11 years,

however, decreased from 12% to 8%.

Between 2003 and 2012, the participation of children aged 12–14 years decreased for

tennis (9% to 7%).

PO P U L A R I T Y BY AG E

c o n t i n u e d
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The frequency of participation by children in up to three sports has been collected in

each CPCLA survey. The frequency of participation by children in the following sports is

therefore based on that sport being one of the three main sports that the child

participated in during the twelve months prior to interview.

FR E Q U E N C Y OF

PA R T I C I P A T I O N

. . not applicable
(a) Children aged 5–14 years who participated in organised sport and/or dancing outside of school hours

during the 12 months prior to interview in April of the survey year.
(b) In 2009, callisthenics was included in the Gymnastics category. In 2012, callisthenics was excluded from

organised sport altogether, and cheerleading was included in the Gymnastics category. Therefore the data
are not comparable.

Source: Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia (cat. no. 4901.0).
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4.73.53.94.539.129.231.836.3Martial arts
5.86.27.27.148.952.359.357.0Cricket (outdoor)
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Source: ABS data available on request, Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities,

 Australia, (cat. no. 4901.0)
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MONTHS, Top 5 spor ts (exc lud ing danc ing ) —2003 and 20123.4

Compared with 2003, the only significant difference in frequency of participation was for

outdoor soccer with 20% having participated 53 times or more in 2012 compared with

24% in 2003.

FR E Q U E N C Y OF

PA R T I C I P A T I O N

c o n t i n u e d
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CHAP T E R 4 PA R T I C I P A T I O N IN OT H E R AC T I V I T I E S . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Since 2003 the proportion of children who watched TV, videos or DVDs outside of

school hours in the two weeks prior to interview has decreased from 98% in 2003 to 96%

in 2012.  A decrease was seen for both boys (99% to 96%) and girls (98% to 96%) over

this period.

The average number of hours that children spent watching TV, videos or DVDs

decreased from 22 hours in 2003 to 15 hours in 2012.

The proportion of children accessing the Internet, either during school or outside of

school hours, has increased from 64% in 2003 to 90% in 2012.

SC R E E N - B A S E D

AC T I V I T I E S

Source: Children's participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia (cat. no. 4901.0)

Males Females Persons

Participation rate (%)
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CHILDREN PARTIC IPAT ING IN BIKE RID ING— 2003 and 20124.1

Though children's participation in bike riding increased from 62% in 2003 to 64% in

2012, there was not enough evidence to suggest that this difference was statistically

significant. However, girls' participation in bike riding significantly increased from 53% in

2003 to 57% in 2012. The average time that children spent bike riding decreased from 5

hours and 36 minutes in 2003 to 4 hours and 54 minutes in 2012. The average time that

girls spent bike riding decreased from 4 hours and 36 minutes in 2003 to 4 hours and 12

minutes in 2012. The average time boys time spent bike riding was also higher in 2003 (6

hours and 24 minutes) than 2012 (5 hours and 30 minutes).

OT H E R AC T I V I T I E S
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(c) Children aged 5–14 years who participated in selected
organised cultural activities outside of school hours during
the 12 months prior to interview in April of the survey year.

(d) Children aged 5–14 years who used the Internet during or
outside school hours during the 12 months prior to
interview in the survey year.

. . not applicable
(a) Children aged 5–14 years who were involved in selected

other activities outside of school hours in the last two
weeks of school prior to interview in April of the survey
year.

(b) Data for this category is not comparable as the 2012
survey collected data on organised art and craft separately
to recreational art and craft.

100.0100.0100.0100.02 786.12 722.52 664.72 647.5Total population aged 5–14 years

89.779.464.964.02 499.72 162.91 730.71 693.3Accessed the Internet(d)

6.8. .. .. .189.9. .. .. .Organised art and craft(b)
4.74.74.54.3130.3126.7119.1112.6Drama
5.16.15.54.6143.2164.7147.0122.5Singing

17.619.719.516.8490.2535.4520.5445.5Playing a musical instrument
Organised cultural activities(c)

43.4. .. .. .1 208.0. .. .. .Recreational art and craft(b)
63.560.467.862.11 770.41 643.61 806.21 644.8Bike riding
71.172.274.574.81 981.31 965.81 984.01 981.0Reading
95.897.497.498.22 669.02 650.42 596.02 601.0Watching TV, videos or DVDs

Other activities(a)
PERSONS

90.078.964.665.61 221.31 046.5838.6846.6Accessed the Internet(d)

9.1. .. .. .123.2. .. .. .Organised art and craft(b)
5.96.66.26.380.288.280.581.0Drama
7.99.28.37.0106.9121.4107.890.9Singing

19.320.721.620.7261.4274.7280.6266.5Playing a musical instrument
Organised cultural activities(c)

54.2. .. .. .735.7. .. .. .Recreational art and craft(b)
56.854.461.953.3770.6721.1803.2687.4Bike riding
77.480.280.482.31 050.31 063.91 043.31 061.8Reading
95.697.797.397.91 297.01 296.21 262.51 262.4Watching TV, videos or DVDs

Other activities(a)
FEMALES

89.480.065.362.41 278.41 116.5892.1846.7Accessed the Internet(d)

4.7. .. .. .66.7. .. .. .Organised art and craft(b)
3.52.82.82.350.138.638.631.5Drama
2.53.12.92.336.343.339.231.6Singing

16.018.717.613.2228.8260.7240.0179.0Playing a musical instrument
Organised cultural activities(c)

33.0. .. .. .472.3. .. .. .Recreational art and craft(b)
69.966.173.470.5999.8922.51 003.0957.4Bike riding
65.164.668.867.7931.0901.9940.8919.2Reading
96.097.097.698.61 372.01 354.21 333.51 338.6Watching TV, videos or DVDs

Other activities(a)
MALES

20122009200620032012200920062003

PARTICIPATION RATE (%)NUMBER ('000)

CHILDREN PARTIC IPAT ING IN SELECTED ACTIV IT IES, By sex —2003 to 20124.2
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CHAP T E R 5 CH I L D R E N WH O D I D NO T PA R T I C I P A T E IN
OR G A N I S E D SP O R T AN D / O R DA N C I N G . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(a) Children aged 5–14 years who did not participate in organised sport and/or dancing outside of school
hours during the 12 months prior to interview in April of the survey year.

(b) Includes Canada, Republic of Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa, United Kingdom and United States of
America.

(c) 'Non-main English-speaking country/countries' is termed 'other country/countries' in Children's
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities (cat. no. 4901.0).

(d) Includes could not be determined. 
Source: ABS data available on request, Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, April

2012.

33.6937.1Total non-participants

66.385.2Neither parent employed
38.2252.3One parent employed
23.0316.8Both parents employed

Couple families

60.5157.7Parent not employed
35.0125.1Parent employed

One-parent families
Employment status of parents

28.9119.5Other(d)

55.0179.6Both parents born in non-main English-speaking countries(c)
26.330.0Both parents born in main English-speaking countries(b)
24.8325.3Both parents born in Australia

Couple families

51.543.3Parent born in non-main English-speaking country(c)
47.121.8Parent born in main English-speaking country(b)
44.6217.7Parent born in Australia

One-parent families
Country of birth of parents

30.2654.3Couple families
45.7282.8One-parent families

Family type

34.9367.0Rest of Australia
32.9570.2State Capital Cities

Area of usual residence

44.1123.0Total born overseas

55.782.6Born in non-main English-speaking country(c)
30.940.4Born in main English-speaking country(b)
32.5814.1Born in Australia

Country of birth

Non-Participation

Rate (%)

Number

('000)

CHILDREN WHO DID NOT PARTIC IPATE IN ORGANISED SPORT
AND/OR DANCING (a) , Selec ted charac te r i s t i cs —20125.1

Over one-third (34%) of children did not participate in any organised sport or dancing in

2012.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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The majority of children who did not participate in organised sport or dancing in 2012

were from couple families where neither parent was employed (66%) and from single

parent families where the parent was not employed (60%). The lowest percentage of

children who did not participate in 2012 were from couple families where both parents

were employed (23%).

EM P L O Y M E N T ST A T U S OF

PA R E N T S

In 2012, 56% of children who were born in non-main English-speaking countries did not

participate in sport or dancing.

In 2012, children from couple families where both parents were born in main

English-speaking countries had a similar non-participation rate (26%) as those whose

parents were born in Australia (25%). This rate was significantly lower compared with

children with parents born in non-main English-speaking countries and single parent

families.

CO U N T R Y OF B I R T H

The percentage of children living in state capital cities who did not participate in

organised sport or dancing was 33% in 2012. This was similar to the percentage of

children who lived in the rest of Australia who also did not participate in organised sport

or dancing (35%).

AR E A OF US U A L

RE S I D E N C E
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EX P L A N A T O R Y NO T E S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7    Information was collected from any responsible adult in the household who was

asked to respond on behalf of the children in the household. In each selected

household, information on cultural, sporting and selected recreational activities was

sought for a maximum of three children. In households with four or more children aged

5-14 years, three children were randomly selected for the survey. For the additional

children in these households only selected demographic information was collected.

DA T A CO L L E C T I O N

5    The coverage of the surveys was the same as the scope except that the following

populations were not enumerated for operational reasons:

! children in households where all persons aged 15 years and over were members of

the Australian permanent defence forces

! children in households where all persons aged 15 years and over were out on scope

for the LFS for any other reason.

6    The estimates in this publication relate to persons covered by the survey. In the LFS,

coverage rules are applied which aim to ensure that each child is associated with only

one dwelling, and hence have only one chance of selection in the survey. See Labour

Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0) for more details.

CO V E R A G E

4    The scope of the surveys was children aged 5-14 years who were usual residents of

private dwellings except:

! children of certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, customarily

excluded from censuses and surveys

! children of overseas residents in Australia

! children of members of non-Australian defence forces stationed in Australia

! children living in Indigenous Communities (excluded for operational reasons).

SC O P E

1    This publication contains results from the 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012 Surveys of

Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, conducted throughout Australia

as supplements to the Australian Bureau of Statistics' (ABS) monthly Labour Force Survey

(LFS). Respondents who were in scope of the supplementary surveys were asked further

questions.

2    The aims of the surveys were to: identify characteristics of children who participated

in organised sport, cultural activities and selected activities undertaken for recreation

and leisure; identify characteristics of children who attended selected cultural venues

and events; monitor the use of the internet by children; and identify children who have a

mobile phone. The focus on activities outside of school hours is to elicit information on

activities that are more likely to be undertaken by children by choice rather than those

that are part of the school curriculum.

3    The publication Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0) contains information

about survey design, sample redesign, scope, coverage and population benchmarks

relevant to the monthly LFS, which also apply to supplementary surveys. It also contains

definitions of demographic and labour force characteristics, and information about

computer assisted and telephone interviewing which are relevant to both the monthly

LFS and supplementary surveys.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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16    ABS publications draw extensively on information provided freely by individuals,

businesses, governments and other organisations. Their continued cooperation is very

much appreciated, without it, the wide range of statistics published by the ABS would

not be available. Information received by the ABS is treated in strict confidence as

required by the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

AC K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

14    The Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities Survey was conducted

in 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012 as supplements to the Labour Force Survey.

Computer assisted telephone interviewing was introduced during 2003 and while

information was collected using a paper form for the majority of households in 2003,

computer assisted interviewing was used for all survey interviews in the 2006, 2009 and

2012 surveys. This change in the methodology is not expected to impact on the

comparability of the data between the surveys.

15    Changes between the 2003 and 2006 surveys are described in 'Comparability with

previous ABS surveys' of the Explanatory Notes (paragraphs 13-20) in Children's

Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, April 2006 (cat. no. 4901.0). Changes

between the 2006 and 2009 surveys are described in 'Comparability with previous ABS

surveys' of the Explanatory Notes (paragraphs 12-13) in Children's Participation in

Cultural and Leisure Activities, April 2009 (cat. no. 4901.0). Changes between the 2009

and 2012 surveys are described in 'Comparability with previous ABS surveys' of the 

Explanatory Notes (paragraphs 23-27) in Children's Participation in Cultural and

Leisure Activities, April 2012 (cat. no. 4901.0).

DA T A CO M P A R A B I L I T Y

13    Information recorded in these surveys is essentially ‘reported’ by respondents and

hence may differ from that which might be obtained from other sources or via other

methodologies. This factor should be considered when interpreting the estimates in this

publication.

DA T A QU A L I T Y

10    All sample surveys are subject to error which can be broadly categorised as either

sampling error or non-sampling error.

11    Sampling error is the difference between the published estimates, derived from a

sample of children, and the value that would have been produced if all children in scope

for the survey had been included.

12    Non-sampling error may occur in any collection, whether it is based on a sample or

a full count such as a census. Sources of non-sampling error include non-response,

errors in reporting by respondents or recording answers by interviewers, and errors in

coding and processing data. Every effort was made to reduce the non-sampling error by

careful design and testing of the questionnaire, training and supervision of interviewers,

follow-up of respondents, and extensive editing and quality control procedures at all

stages of data processing.

RE L I A B I L I T Y OF TH E

ES T I M A T E S

8    Data were collected on children's cultural and sporting activities undertaken outside

of school hours over a 12 month period. Data on the frequency of participation relates to

the 12 months before interview, while data on the number of hours of participation

refers to the last two weeks of school (the most recent two school weeks prior to the

interview, including weekends and public holidays). School weeks are weeks during the

school term (i.e. not school holidays) including weekends and public holidays. Data

were also collected on children's participation in selected recreational activities during

the last two weeks of school.

9    Supplementary surveys are not always conducted using the full LFS sample. Since

August 1994 the sample for supplementary surveys has been restricted to no more than

seven eighths of the LFS sample.

DA T A CO L L E C T I O N  continued
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All statistics on the ABS website can be downloaded free
of charge.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our website. Information tailored to your
needs can also be requested as a 'user pays' service.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical or
methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N A N D R E F E R R A L S E R V I C E

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS website is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.
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